
MINUTES 

ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 17, 2014 

 

 

2014-18 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, February 17, 2014 at the Alpine 

Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice. Supervisor 

Arends called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were 

Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, and Trustees Ron Cordes, 

Jim May, William Schweitzer, and Mike Wahlfield.   

 

The annual Historical Commission report was received.   

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Schweitzer, to approve the Consent Agenda 

and Regular Agenda as presented.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

2014-19 CONSIDERATION OF VOUCHERS/BILLS 

 

A motion was offered by Schweitzer, with support from May, to approve the payment of 

invoices for the period ending 02/18/2014 and checks issued through the date of 02/17/14 as 

well as pay two additional invoices which are for the Supervisor’s health insurance premium 

and Section 125 reimbursement.   The motion carried 7-0.   

 

 

2014-20 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

State Representative Peter MacGregor was present and stated that he is a candidate for the 28
th

 State 

District race.    

 

K.C. Commissioner Tom Antor was also in the audience. 

 

 

2014-21 COMMISSION REPORT 

Planning Commission: Cordes – The Commission will hold their regular meeting on Thursday. 

Zoning Board of Appeals:  Schweitzer – The ZBA cancelled the January organizational meeting 

due to weather.    

Historical Committee: Schweitzer – The Historical Committee held an Open House on Sunday, 

February 16 which featured the Year 2013 in Review and Township Activities presented by 

Township Supervisor Arends.       

Sewer & Water: Arends – The NKSA held a meeting in February and approved the cost sharing 

allocations for 2014.  Alpine’s rate is 21.58% which is an increase from the 2013 rate of 21.14%.  

Discussion continues on the topic of meter size versus trunkage fees for new sewer rate users.  The 

Township should consider a sewer rate study.  Information about who will be awarded a SAW grant 

is not expected until April.   
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Parks & Recreation: May – The next meeting has been scheduled for April and no meeting was 

held in February.   

Public Services Committee: Alex Arends – No report.     

Economic Development Committee: M. Wahlfield – A meeting was held with The Right Place on 

February 11. The Right Place prefers to promote properties ready and pre-packaged for marketing 

with their main emphasis on available industrial zone properties. Representatives from The Right 

Place and the Committee shared ideas for Alpine Township.     

 

 

2014-22 CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 14-02 – PREVENT DISTURBING 

BY SOLICITING (AMENDMENT) 

 

Supervisor Arends explained after the Board adopted the ordinance last month it was discovered 

that the section pertaining to violations and enforcement had not been included in the ordinance.  

The amendment presented is for the addition of Section 2 – Violations.   

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Schweitzer, to approve Ordinance No. 14-02 

– An Ordinance to Amend the Ordinance to Prevent Disturbing by Soliciting (Ordinance #14-

01) by adding Provisions for Violations and to order publications.  There was no further 

discussion and the motion carried 6-1 in a roll call vote with Cordes dissenting. 

 

The ordinance will become effective 30 days after publication 

 

 

2014-23 CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 14-03 – DESIGNATE OFFICIALS 

FOR CIVIL INFRACTION ENFORCEMENT 

 

Planner Becker’s memo notes that local law enforcement officers had not previously been 

authorized to enforce Alpine Township local ordinances.  In response to a question it was noted that 

currently Staff also has authority to enforce ordinances and issue civil infractions.   

 

May offered a motion, with support from Townsend, to approve Ordinance No. 14-03 – An 

Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 95-03 to Designate State and County Law Enforcement 

Officers as Authorized Local Officials for the Issuance of Municipal Civil Infractions Notices 

and Citations and to order publication.  There was no further discussion and the motion 

carried 7-0 in a roll call vote.   

 

 

2014-24 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #14-04 – MDOT TO OPERATE IN  

  HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY 

 

A motion was offered by Schweitzer, with support from Cordes, to approve Resolution #14-04 

– the Michigan Department of Transportation performance Resolution for Governmental 

Agencies to Operate in the Highway Right-of-Way.  The motion carried 7-0.   
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2014-25 CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

 

Supervisor Arends presented FY 2014 budget amendments dated 02/17/2014 noting that two CIP 

funds have a shortfall.  He is requesting that $79,487.58 is transferred out of the general fund to the 

CIP funds for the Westgate Park Improvement Project ($75,000) and Lamoreaux Sidewalk Project 

($4,487.58).   

 

Treasurer Townsend noted that he has a problem with the transfer of funds to the Westgate 

improvement project.  The project was more expensive and over budget from the beginning.  He 

does not want to put any extra funds into CIP for anticipated expenses, wants to see the bills first, 

and only wants enough dollars transferred to get the fund “out of the red”.   

 

Board members further discussed the amendments. Arends noted that budget amendment for 

Westgate Park is done in preparation of future bills to complete the project and any leftover CIP 

money can be transferred back into the General Fund or to other CIP projects.   

 

A motion was offered by Schweitzer, with support from J. Wahlfield, to approve the budget 

amendments dated 02/17/2014 as presented.  The motion carried 5-2 with Cordes and 

Townsend dissenting.   

 

 

2014-26 UPDATE – SOMERSET MEADOWS PUBLIC SEWER 

 

Supervisor Arends confirmed that the two easements necessary to make the public sewer connection 

for the Somerset Meadows subdivision have been obtained by the Township.  A meeting was held 

with Somerset Meadows Condo association officers and Township Staff to discuss the next steps.  

The Condo Association’s deadline to connect to the public sewer system is July 1, 2015.  Until the 

public sewer connection is made the Township is responsible for the on-site sewer system if any 

problems occur.  A special assessment district will likely be used to distribute the costs for the 

public sewer connection to Somerset Meadows homeowners.   

 

 

2014-27 DISCUSSION COMSTOCK PARK/RUSCHE DRIVE SAD 

 

Trustee Cordes moved to the audience during this discussion.   

 

Supervisor Arends provided a brief history of the Comstock Park/Rusche Drive special assessment 

district.  Treasurer Townsend has informed the Board during the last few Board meetings and in his 

Treasurer’s Reports that the Township will experience a bond payment shortfall in an approximate 

amount of $160,000.  The shortfall will occur as two large property owners within the district have 

paid off their assessment amounts early.   

 

The Township has explored options to overcome the shortfall with consultants and was informed 

that the Comstock Park/Rusche Drive SAD bond cannot be paid off early.  Two options are 

available to the Township which is to assess the property owners for the shortfall or to pay the 

shortfall out of Township funds. 
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Townsend explained that during his discussions with bond attorneys that if the Township chooses to 

assess the property owners for the shortfall it will eventually need to demonstrate to the property 

owners that $160,000 in value has been added to their property.    

 

The Board discussed the two options presented to address the shortfall. The Township has 

experienced a benefit due to the connection of Comstock Park and Rusche Drives and will 

experience future benefits as the public road now provides access to industrially zoned properties                     

that will be developed and added to the Township tax roll.     

 

Trustee Wahlfield stated that he does not want to penalize the property owners that were savvy 

business owners who realized the benefit of paying off their assessment early.  Treasurer Townsend 

commented that he would have no difficulty proving that the road is a benefit to the Township.     

 

It was the consensus of Board members that Township Attorney Sluggett draft a resolution to 

formalize the Board’s desire to pay the Comstock Park/Rusche Drive bond shortfall from the 

Township general fund and attend the next meeting.  

 

Trustee Cordes returned to the board table at this time.     

 

 

2014-28 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Supervisor Arends informed the Board about an error in the hourly rate for the Fire Department 

head mechanic. The Minutes from the budget meeting held on April 1, 2013 state that the hourly 

rate for the mechanic will increase to $16.00.  The change was not made to the 2013-2014 Salaries 

and Wages sheet adopted during the FY 2014 budget process and instead the mechanic has been 

paid $14.35 per hour in FY 2014.  Board members received copies of the salaries and wages sheet 

as well as the Minutes from April 2013.   

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Schweitzer, to confirm and approve that the 

Fire Department mechanic hourly rate is $16.00 per hour and that the mechanic will be paid 

for the any shortage experienced in FY 2014.  The motion carried 7-0.     

 

Fire Chief Klomparens provided a brief update on the Fire Station #2 remodel noting that the 

installation of the water softener is the next item to be completed.   

 

The medical equipment tray for the new Medic #1 truck was expected to be completed today with a 

few hours of work left before the Truck can go into service. 

 

Klomparens stated that he has been working on the Fire Department CIP for SCBA equipment and 

turn out gear.  He has submitted the Fire Department requests to Planner Becker. 

 

The Fire Department ran a total of 102 calls for the month of January 2014.   
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2014-29 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Tom Antor passed out event information about a West Michigan Freedom Cruise for Veteran 

causes.  He would like make a presentation at the next Board meeting.  

 

 

2014-30 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT, BOARD COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

 

Trustee Wahlfield handed out copies of DEQ information regarding hydraulic fracturing to Board 

members.   The State of Michigan has a list of properties that have been leased on the DEQ website. 

 

Treasurer Townsend discussed the lack of snow removal from sidewalks by some business owners 

in the commercial areas of Alpine Avenue.  The Township could hire a contractor to remove the 

snow and place the costs on tax bills similar to what is done for yards that are not mowed in the 

summer.  The Board talked about this topic and an ordinance update to further address lack of snow 

removal from sidewalks.  Pedestrian safety issues and the unusually harsh winter were also noted.   

 

Clerk Wahlfield stated that the new Deputy Clerk will begin on March 3 and commented on the 

difficulties with the new Advance Newspaper deadlines for publishing legal notices.   

 

Trustee May commented on the recent Fire Department Banquet and the MTA Educational 

Conference in Traverse City.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

_____________________________   ________________________________      

Jean Wahlfield, Clerk      Alex Arends, Supervisor   

 


